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SPONSORS GUIDE
This guide should be viewed in conjunction with our Fiji Outrigger Overview also available at www.fijioutrigger.com or by email request at secretary@fijioutrigger.com
Overview
More than just a fun, social and healthy sport, for those that have experienced the exhilaration of Outrigger Canoeing, it’s a passionate lifestyle choice. When almost 3000 years ago our ancestors arrived on the shores of Fiji little did they know that they were introducing a sport that would one day captivate the nation. 

Inspired by the ocean going nature of the Fijian people, Outrigger Canoeing offers a unique celebration of our wonderful culture. Outrigger Canoeing offers an outdoor activity that develops strong bodies and minds whilst encouraging team work and fostering lifelong friendships. This is because as a sport, outrigger Canoeing is both physically and mentally demanding. 

Outrigger canoeing requires a great deal of personal and team commitment and attracts people who possess these qualities coupled with a love for the ocean and its surrounding environment. 

Fiji Outrigger offers a variety of promotional opportunities for corporate and community groups alike. With sponsorship packages of all different levels, regardless of your wants and needs Fiji Outrigger has something to offer you. 

Sponsorship with Fiji Outrigger represents a fantastic opportunity to become involved with a unique, healthy and truly indigenous sport which attracts people of all ages, cultures and from all walks of life. Our current sponsors cover a wide cross section of the business community and enjoy a great relationship with the sport of outrigger canoeing here in Fiji. 

Fiji Outrigger History

Outrigger canoe racing evolved as a natural extension of the peoples of Oceania's use of these amazing craft for their everyday survival in fishing the oceans and in traveling between island groups, culminating in epic journeys of up to and over 3000 miles.  These people journeyed in double hulled voyaging canoes which still exist today. 

Canoe racing became an important part of island life, as much pride and prestige was placed on victory. During the European occupation of many of the islands, specifically in Hawaii in 1820, canoe racing was effectively banned and paddles were replaced with bibles. Later in 1876 King David Kalakaua reinstated the sport. By 1908 the first two outrigger canoe clubs were founded; Outrigger Canoe Club and Hui Nalu. 

Hawaii became the birthplace of contemporary outrigger canoe racing, with a governing body being established in 1950 the Hawaiian Canoe Racing Association. The sport has since spread far and wide to Tahiti, New Zealand, Samoa, Cook Islands, New Caledonia, USA, Canada, France, England, Italy, South Africa, Guam, Hong Kong, Australia, Fiji and is expanding all the time. There are an estimated 35,000 outrigger canoe paddlers worldwide, and the sport is currently experiencing huge growth.

The modern day sport of Outrigger Canoe racing was founded in Fiji in the early 80’s by former Air Pacific pilot, George Marlow who fell in love with the sport on his frequent flights to Tahiti. On return to Fiji, George and close friend Tony Philp Senior built the first “Takia” outrigger canoe in a small garage in Lami, just outside the Fijian capital of Suva. Soon after, the first paddlers to venture out in this canoe were George, Tony, Tiko Eastgate, Walton Morgan, Edward Bower and Colin Philp. These paddlers later became the founding members of the Fiji Outrigger Canoe Racing Association (FOCRA). 
In early 2009 the name Fiji Outrigger was adopted to reflect the new, dynamic nature of Outrigger Canoeing in Fiji.  
Sponsorship Opportunities
The following provides an example of opportunities that exist to form a working relationship with your business. The team here at Fiji Outrigger is always looking for dynamic, new and exciting ways to promote outrigger canoeing here in Fiji and would be more than interested in entertaining any new suggestions you may have. 

The Fiji Outrigger team understand that getting maximum exposure and representation for your dollar is of upmost importance for your business. The value of all sponsorship opportunities to both Fiji Outrigger and our sponsors is continuously changing given the evolving nature of our events and members. As such all prices and values will be discussed on a case by case basis that allows us to better represent the current situation for all parties. 

Through our events and promotions Fiji Outrigger endeavours to always:

A. Increase the exposure of your company name to target audiences 

B. Directly increase your customer base and sales 

C. Enhance the image of your company
D. Encourage your staff to challenge themselves
E. Promote a dynamic environment that fosters creative thinking 
Methods available to increase your exposure:
Webpage

· Links to your Website on www.fijioutrigger.com
· Brand Placement on website
· Video Uploads for sponsors.
· Full range of website statistics available on request: visitors, unique visitors, hits, page views and impressions.

Facebook Page

· Sponsors names and logos will appear on our Facebook page whenever media articles, events, mailings and posts are uploaded to the site. View Site at 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Fiji-Outrigger/121808647851665?ref=ts

Emails
· Sponsors names and logos can be included as footers on all official correspondence on our @fijioutrigger.com emails from the President, Secretary and Treasurer. 

National Canoe Centre

· Company Banners for perimeter fence.

· Naming rights for centre.

Regattas
Fiji Outrigger International, Business House Regatta, National Regattas.

· Regatta Naming Rights

· Season Naming Rights 


Eg. ‘The ‘Your Company’ V1 Marathon Season’

· Banner representation

· Tent branding

· Catering Naming Rights – Food/Beverage
· Onsite Company Stalls  

· Area Naming Rights. 


 Eg. ‘‘Your company’ Judges Tower’, ‘‘Your Company’ Information Tent’

· Announcements on Onsite PA system Playing of pre-recorded commercials or live mentions

· Finish Line Banner

· Branding On Officials’ Vests

· Branding on Merchandise T-Shirts, Hats, Shorts

Equipment 

· Vinyl Stickers on Canoe Decks, Sides and Amas (Outrigger)
Prize giving Ceremony

· Award Naming Rights 


Eg. ‘‘Your Company’ Paddler of the Year Award’
· Function Host 

Social Events
· Fiji Outrigger can host our social events at your site

· Banner Representation

Representative Teams

· Branding on Team Uniforms 
Creating a Dynamic Work Environment
More than just a method to increase your company’s exposure, a relationship with Fiji Outrigger can help foster much greater benefits for your company/organisation. Getting staff and colleagues out of the office and into a canoe offers your team the chance to develop a strong dynamic that reflects in all levels of your business outcomes. Happy, healthy and unified staff means a happy, healthy, and unified organisation, all of which results in increased productivity. 
Come on down and try our Business House Regattas or simply jump in a canoe on any of our club training days and feel the camaraderie grow.

For any queries and information regarding sponsorship, please contact us directly by email at         secretary@fijioutrigger.com
We look forward to hearing from you.

Bula Vinaka!!!
Fiji Outrigger Sponsors Guide
Page 1

